FoORUM

ra

WIDENING OUR H

7
ORIZONS

PAD students should be encouraged to look beyond the academic job market

AST SPRING THE COUNCIL OF ONTARIO

Universities {COU) released a report on pre-

dicted university enrolments over the next
decade. The report forecast a considerable increase in
undergraduate numbers, particularly when members of
the “double cohort” — the students who began high
school last year and those starting this fall — jontly
graduate from those high schools in 2003 when
Ontario eliminates Grade 13. COU argued that this
surge warrants the hiring of between 11,000 and
13,000 new professors in Ontario between now and
2010.

Unfortunately my hometown newspaper, the
Kitchener-Waterloo Record, misread the press release. Its
front-page, above-the-fold story proclaimed that
Ontario universities wi// be hiring thousands of new
professors — not would like to, but wt//. The story
predicted dire shortages and bidding wars for new and
imminent PhD graduates like myself. Consequently
all summer long I have been correcting relatives and
friends — all of whom seem to be very active news-
paper readers — that, no, I am not a hot item. Deans
are not phoning. I have not hired an agent. No signing
bonuses arc coming my way.

Like most veteran graduate students, I didn't pay
much attention to the COU report. We've heard it all
too often.— the coming hiring binge due to enrol-
ments, retirements or some other happy prediction in
the demographic crystal ball. It’s true that the academ-
ic job market is improving as government budget cuts
are ending and the generation hired in the 1960s 15

beginning to retire. The University of Toronto’s

By JONATHAN MALLOY

Instead it is larger structures and attitudes that must be
modified to grapple with the reality of the academic job
market.

First, departments and divisions need to assess
where their graduates are ending up right now. My
own department of political science has taken the
initiative on this, collecting extensive data on its recent
doctoral graduates and making realistic assessments of
how well its PhDs are actually doing in the academic
job market. But to the best of my knowledge most
departments at U of T or elsewhere have no systemat-
ic data on how their PhDs are doing. This information
needs to be collected and shared with current and
incoming students so they know what they are likely
getting nto. Some may object to this,*saying it will
scare away the best prospects. But if a person 1s con-
sidering doctoral work solely because they hope to get
a good job out of it, that person is not really suited for
the life of academic inquiry. The best people will not
be scared off — just better equipped for reality.

Second, graduate students need“to be encouraged
to seek internships and other temporary work related
to their academic program. Instead they are penalized
for this by being forced to kecp paying tuition and yet
forfeit even small scholarships if their paid workload
exceeds 10 hours a week. Many students could benefit
from a six-month break to allow them to get out of the
library or lab, exploring and applying their research in
the outside world. Most PhDs, however, are only
allowed to really figure out how to merge their acade-
mic work with the job market once they’ve graduated.

going to change this significantly, particularly for new gradu- | Again ther¢’s an easy objection — that once PhD students
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